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THE AMERICAN RACE CRISIS p. 2 

March 5· 

March 12. 

March 19. 

Ma:r.ch 26. 

April 2. 

April 9. 

April 16. 

April 23. 

Malcolm X is the spiritual leader of Muhammad's Temple of 
Islam No. 7. This most articulate spokesman of the reli­
gious and racial philosophy of "The Black Muslims" in 
America will explain the goals and credo of tbe Nation of 
Islam, the religion founded by the Honorable Elijah Muhammad 
in the United States. 

John 0. Killens is the author of Yotmgblood and And Then �ve 

Heard tile Thunder. He is chairrua.n of the Harlem vlriters Guild 
Workshop and the Writers Committee of the American Society of 
African Culture. His latest film, Odds against Tomorrow, 
starred Harry Belafonte. He will speak on: 11The Black Man' s 
Burden." 

Melvin �xmin, Professor of Anthropology and Sociology at 
Princeton University, is now directing a study for UNESCO on 
Intergroup Attitudes among European Youth. He is one of our 
nation's foremost researchers and wrl.ters on Resistance and 
Read:i.ness to Deseg:�.·egation. He will lecture on: "Facts and 
Fiction j.n Human Relc:tions. " 

Charles Abrams, Visiting Professor at M.I.T� on Race and 
Housing, is a pionee:r: figu.re ln better housing for .America. 
His rr;.?,jor opus, Forbio.den Neighbors, is the claadc study 
on minor:tty housing. As fo:t·mer. Chairman of the Nevr York 
Commission against Discrimination in Housing, and New York 
State Rent A�inistrator, he is ideally equipped to lecture 
on: 11The Unse·ttled Issues in the Cities." 

Algernon D. Black is a teacher and a leader in the American 
Ethical :rri>vement. He is the author of Who Is My Neighbor 
and The Young Citizen. As founder and director of the 
Encampment for Citizenship, he speaks as one of our country's 
most ardent teen-age counsellors on: "An Examination of the 
Techniques of Actionj What the Individual Can Do." 

Louis E. Lomax is a social critic, lecturer, and author of 
three books: The Reluctant African, The Negro Revolt, and 
The Word Is Giv-en. His lecture top:l.c is: "The Negro Revolt 
"as Part of the International Non-White Uprising." 

Wh::ltn� M" Young, Jr., Executive Director of the National 
Urban League, was the first to expound the controversial 
philosophy of the compensatory treatment of Negroes, to right 
the wrongs of our forefathers towa-rd a more equitable balance 
of racial advantages in the future. He will clarify his 
concept of compensatory preference. 

Ossie Davis, playwright and actor, had the rare distinction 
of playing the lead in his mm play, Purlie Victorious, and 
later in the movie version, Gone Are the Days. As one who 
has struggled long and hard in a white-dominated entertainment 
industry_, he will f'ocus upon the problems the Negro f'aces j_n 
maintaining integrity and achieving artistic self-actualization 
on stage, screen, and T.Vo 



/ THE NEW S CHOOL 
66 West 12th St. , New York 11 

ORegon 5-2700 

THE AMERICAN RACE CRISIS 

A Special Program at The New School, Spring Semester 1964, 
beg.i.nning in February. 

Thursdays, 8:30-10:10 p. m. $40 (No registration fee for non-credit 
students.) Single Admission, $3.25. 

Persons planning to take this course for 2 points of credit should 
consult the Office of Educational Advising by January 30, 1964. Pre­
ferred seating will be given to those who register for the series-.-­
Single Adm.i.ssions will only be sold if seats remain available. 

Daniel S. Anthony, Coordinator 

This lecture series will include social scientists, c:1.vic leaders, 
moderate to militant activists, and artists. It is envisioned as a 
contemplative rev:i.ew of the epic struggle for human dJ.gnity and equality 
of opportunity which is now unfolding before our eyes. 

The tee.chers and the researchers, ·the artists and the activists will 
assess their roles and ot� fUture fUnctions in the massive task of the 
unfinished business which lies before us. 

February 6. Martin Luther K.i.ng, Jr. , President of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, the architect of non-violent resistance 

in the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955, will discuss h�s 
philosophy of progress in our nation's racial conflict. 

February 13. Joseph Monserrat, Director of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rj.co, Department of Labor, Migration Division, is Secretary 
of the New York State Advisory Committee to the u. s. Civil 
Rights Commission. He is an authority of Youth Education 
and Minority Group Problems. He will speak on: "The Puerto 
Ricans: an integrated community faces a segregated society. " 

February 20. Dan w. Dodson, known as "The Dean of Human Relations in 
America," is the Director of the Center for Human Relations 
and Community Studies at New York University. A consultant 
on desegregation in education to the New Rochelle and 

Englewood School Boards, he is one of our nation's best 
known analysts of open enrollment and integration problems 
in the schools. He wj_ll d;!.scuss: "How Realistic Is the 
Goal of Desegregated Education in the North?" 

February 27. Robert c. 1-leaver is Administrator of the Federal Housing 
s.nd Home Fi.na.nce Agency. Author of 'I'he Negro Ghetto, and 

our country1s leader in policy on urban development� he has 
lectured on race and housing since receiving bis doctorate 
from Harvard University more than 25 years ago. 



May 21. 
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James Farmer, National Director of the Congress of Raciai 
---Equality (CORE), has accepted the responsibility of being 

our last speaker with the thought of sUllliiling up the course 
of the American Negro Revolt of 1963-644 He will suggest 
guide lines for thought and action which may aid in co�leting 
the Unfinished Business of American Democracy. 

Date to be announced. James Baldwin is one of the very few American 
novelists who have enjoyed the :popularity of simultaneous 
"Best Sellers" on the fiction and non-fi.ction lists of the 
New York Times Book Review. Another Country has been suc­
ceeded by The Fire Next Time. Mr. Baldw-.ln awakens the 
conscience of white America: "It doesn't matter any longer 
what you do to me; you can put me in jail, you can kill me. 
By the time I was seventeen, you'd done everythi.ng that you 
could to me. The problem now is how are you going to save 
yourselves." He will discuss this concept with us. 

Dates to be announced for Harry Belafonte and/or Dick Gregory. 



SUGGESTED COPY FOR SPRING CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
OF AMERICA'S RACE CRISIS .OCT 31 1963 

This unique convocation of social scientists is The New 
School's contribution to our nation's attempt to under­
stand the social revolution of 1963-64. 

This lecture series will feature the major participants 
in the drama which is unfolding before our eyes. The 
actors in this epic struggle for human dignity and equality 
of opportunity come from every source of our national lead­
ership wfuich is now blending into the mainstream of America's 

�emocratic conscience. 

This 15 session lecture series is a contemplative and intro� 
spective pause in the lives of the moderate to militant 
activists, the civic leaders, social scientists qnd artists 
who have been and are today in the forefront of this American 
change of heart. 

Our nation's leaders in this fight for freedom will assess 
their roles and our future functions in the massive business 
which lies unfinished before us. 

Thirt�en persons have already agreed to participate. They 
are: Charles Abrams, Algernon Black, Ossie Davis, Dr. Dan 
Dodson, James L. Farmer, .John 0. Kill ens, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Louis Lomax, Minister Malcolm X, Joseph Monserrat, 
Dr. Melvin TuminJ Dr. Robert C. Weaver, Whitney Young. 

Negotiations are underway with Harry Belafonte and Dick 
Gregory who have indicated a desire to be included if their 
schedules can be cleared for a Spring date. 

The New School Associates are planning a reception and 
dinner to launch this course on America's Race Crisis, and 
to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, who will be the first 
speaker on February 6, 1964. 

Dean William Birenbaum and Daniel S. Anthony, coordinator 
and moderator of the lecture series, are planning several 

informal late afternoon seminars for student and faculty 
members wishing to meet with the speakers. Watch your 
bulletins and bulletin boards for announcements of these 
open discussions. 



THE 

DAN�EL S. ANTHONY, Coordinator 

Course 18. Thursdays, 8:30-10:10 p.m. Tuition : $40 
(no registration fee) � Single admission : $3.25. 

Feb. 6 REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., President, 
.Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 

Feb. 13 JOSEPH MONTSERRAT, Director, Migration Div., 
Dept. of Labor, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. 
�'The Puerto Ricans: An Integrated Community 
Faces a Segregated Society.'' 
DAN W. DODSON, Director, Center for Human 
Relations and Community Studies, N.Y.U. 
11How Realistic is the Goal of Desegregated 
Education in the North?" 

HON. ROBERT C. WEAV·ER, Administrator,Federal 
Housing and Home Finance Agency. 

"Current Federal Housing Problems and Other 
Urban Development Prob lems ." * * 
JOliN 0. KILLENS, Author, Chairman of the 
Harlem Writers Guild Workshop. 
"The Black Man's Burden." 
MELVIN TUMIN, Professor of Anthropology 
and Sociology, Princeton University. 
"Facts and Fiction in Human Relations." 
CHARLES ABRAMS, Housing Consultant to the 
United Nations; Visiting Professor, M.I;T. 
"The. Unsettled Issues in the Cities.u 

2 .ALGERNON D. BLACK, Chairman, National Com­
mittee Against Discrimination in Housing. 
11An Examination of the Techniques of Action: 
What the Individual Can Do.�· 

9 LOUIS E. LOl1AX, Social Critic and Author. 
'The Negro Revolt as Part of the 
International Non-White Uprising." 

16 WHITNEY M. YOUNG, JR., Executive Director, 
National Urban League. 

23 OSSI.E DAVIS 
Film and Stage Actor, Playwright. 

21 JAMES FARMER, National Director, Congress 
of Racial Equality (CORE). 

$p�a�ers and subjects of· lectures scheduled for 
Mar·: 5, Apr. 30, May 7, May 14, will be announced 
later, together with lecture titles omitted from 
above listing. 

*Registration opens Jan. 6,1964 
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a. 

g. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

2. 

8b1ngton, the New York Ci�y school boycott or Peb:mz.ary, 1964. 
Vbat these protests have meant to whit and Negro community 
o� Americ , orth and South. 

ew Currents tow rd the ternal verities of right vs. might. 
Tbe tive basic rights of (1) employment, (2) the vote, (3) 
8ducation; (4) housing, and (5) public accomodations. 
The Urban Leagu and the N .. A.A.C.P. in acceleration. The 
Civil Rights Law of 1964 and what the Congres does about the 
five civil rights of 11 citizens. The Mew Negro, his in­
dividual and his new org niz t1onal approaches to the age-old 
problema or raci,sm. 

The artist-activists on the human rights frontier: James 
Baldwin, John ,0. Killens, Ralph Ell.ison, Langston Hughes, 
Lorraine Hansberry, LeRo1 Jones, Herbert Bill, Ruby Dee , Oasie 
Davia, Sidney Poi tier, Harry latonte, Dick Gregory, Lena 
Horne. 

· 

Tb Golleges and Universities become·tnvolved in a solution 
to the American Dilemma - Prom Gordon w. Allport's definit6ve 
text on prejudice to tb current offering or race rel tiona 
course on the American c81Dpus. What can tbe colhgea do? What 
are th 1r stud nts doing, with or without academic approval? 

Rev•lution and Counter-Revolution - The white citizen's re­
actions, trom policeman to real estate broker. The etfect 
ot change for tbe better in the media ot communication ( press, 
T.V. and radio) on the resolution ot th problem. 

Tbe Imp ct of Political Action at the Pederal State and Local 
Level. . The ontgomer;y Bus Boycott ot 1956, "Integration" in 
Little Rock, the Southern universities take a st nd; growth 
of State and City Human Rights Commissions; proliferation or 
volunteer citizen groups; passage or State nd local 1 ws 

gainst di crimination. Where do I fit in? Wh.at can I do? 
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COURSE Otn'LIHE FOR CREDIT STUDENTS ONLY 

THE AMERICAN RACE CRISIS 

Daniel s. Anthony 

1. Tbe Early History or Negro Protest -Slave Revolts -

Anti- lavery and a'boli tion movement, underground railroads, 
the Civil War, reconstruction and reorientation. 

2. Legal Aspects or the Struggle for ll'reeJom and Bquali ty -

Constitution and Bill of Rights, Dred Scott Decision 1857, 
( opening all Prederal territory to slavery and denying 
cit1zenehip to the Negro). The Emanc ipation Proc amation6 
14th and 15th Amendments, Please� vs. Perguson, ( e separate 
but equal decision of 1896) . 'l'be five Supreme Court decisions 
ot 1952; the reversal of the separate but equal doctrine in 
the 1954 Supreme Court decision or &-own va. Board of Education. 
The Civil Rights Bdll of 1964. 

· 

3. The .Background and Philosop� of Advancement. Booker T. Wash­
ington ve. W.E.B.DuBois; the practical accomodator ve. aggressive 
intellectual origins or tbe Niagara Movement and beginning of 
tbe H . A . A . C . P . The Marcus Oarve1 ·Movement. The great migra­
tions and the urbanization problema or World War I and World 
War II. Chicago, Harlem and Detroit race riots. Beginning of 
a new philosophy. 

4. Black Nationalism 1n Africa and the United States. 
The U.K. as a transmitter or information on the Atro-As�an 
revolts. 1'be rise of EliJah Muhammad and the Black Muslim 
protest 1n America; l48lcolm X, and Harleaa. Martin Luther King 
and the Southern Christian Leadership Conterence. CORE, the 
N � A . A.C . P . and the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee; 
Cambridge, Md. and points South. 

5. The locial, Economic, Political and Cultural Role of the 
White Proponents or Dignity and Equality for the Negro: 1933 
to 1963. Prom Franklin Delano Roosevelt to Lyndon B. Johnson; 
the U.S.Civil Rights Commission; the Federal Equal Employment 
Opport�1ty Committee; the role of the Anti-Defamation League 
ot B'nai Brith, the American Jewish Committee, the American 
Jewish Congress, the National Conference ot Christians and Jewa, 
the Catholic Intter-rac1al Council� the National religious bodies, 
and the coordinating role or the National Association of Inter­
group Relations Official.s. 

6. The New Negro and Mid-Twentieth Century Aggression. Pol! tical, 
social, cultural, p�ehological and religious 

·activists. 
The philosophical questions facing the Negro and white citizen 
today. 

1. Protests and Demonstrations: The sit•ins, the Freedom bus riders, 
the pickets, the school boycotts, bussing to integrate, rent 
strikes, work stoppages, Birmingham and King, Old Mise and 
Mered1. th. Beckw1. th and the murder of' Medgar Evers, the March on 



-2- October 30, 1963 

ROY Wilkins has written me ( you have a copy of the letter ) 
indicating that his schedule for the Spring is already so 
complicated he wishes to make no further commitments. How­
ever, I responded to his tentative no, urging him to give us 
a general yes and worry about a definite date when his 
Spring sched�le is cleared. I also asked him for his recom­
mendationoof a NAACP spokesman of national reputation, in 
the event he must decline himself. 

As you can see, we cannot list in the bulletin any of the 
above 4 at this time. But since there is a possibility of 
getting one or all of them, I have hesitated writing for a 
definite date to Algernon Black, Charles Abrams and Dad Dodson, 
who have consented to appear, because I wanted to keep open 
dates for the main liners. 

In addition to these 3 whom we must consider expendable, or 
at least replaceable.by any of the four who are no� yet com­
mitted, We have not yet nailed down dates for Weaver, Mon­
serrat, Lomax, Davis or Tumin, but I am in the process of 
doing this. 

I have gone into this lengthy detail so that you can share 
with me and possibly Al the final decision as to handling 
the unresolved question: Shall I go ahead and nail down the 
13 definite acceptances, or not request firm dates from Black, 
Abrams and Dodson in the hope that we will hear from the four 
with whom we are still negotiating, and how long can we wait? 

In view of the fact that we may never get positive responses 
from Gregory, Wilkins, Belafonte or Baldwin, we may have to 
add two more persons who have not yet been contacted at all, 
to bring our total to 15 lecturers. I would suggest John 
Lewis, Director of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Com­
mittee, Roy Wilkins' suggested replacement from the NAACP 
( hopefully Clarence Mitchell ) , or Gloria Richardson of 
Cambridge, Md., whom Al Landa suggested at our last meeting. 

I have already asked several of our speakers to plan on talking 
with a combined graduate student and faculty group at 4:30 in 
the afternoon of their evening appearance. Have you anticipated 
dinner expenses for these occasions and which participants do 
you want me to sign up for this extra stint? 

I would also like to rem�nd you that I have not received an 
answer to my last letter to you dated October 16th, concerning 
�our outline of the budget details which you sent me under date 
of October 14th. 

This wraps it up from this end. I wait daily for responses to 
my urgent l�tters, telegrams, phone calls and personal contacts. 

Cordi.ally, 

v� 
Daniel S. Anthony 
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October 30, 1963 '-.OCT 31 1963 

Dean William Birenbaum 
New School for Social Research 
66 West 12th Street 
New York City 

Dear Bill: 

Here are the facts as of today, with regard to the special 
lecture series for the Spring term, 1964, tentatively entitled 
The American Race Crisis. 

We now have definite commitments from the following 13 persons: 

L Charles Abrams 8. Louis Lomax 
2. Algernon Black 9- Minister Malcolm X 

3· Ossie Davis 10. Joseph Monserrat 
4. Dr. Dan Dodson 11. Dr. Melvin Tumin 
5. James L. Farmer 12. Dr. Robert C. Weaver 
6. John o. Kill ens 13. Whitney Young 
7. Dr.· Martin Luther King 

Of these 13, the following 5 have accepted definite dates as 
follows: 

Martin Luther King 
Minister Malcolm X 

John 0. Killens 
Whitney Young 
James Farmer 

February 6, 1964 
March 5, 1964 
March 12, 1964 
April 16, 1964 
May 21, 1964 

In addition, we have been told by our mutual friend, John 0. 
Killens, that Harry Belafonte is very interested in appearing. 
It is a "question of his availability for the Spring. I have 
written to him at the hotel where he is now appearing in Las 
Vegas. 

I have also been in touch with Dick Gregory's agent, Mr. Tedd 
Determan, who spoke with Gregory and reported to me that he is 
interested in appearing. Unfortunately, Mr. Determan feels that 
he cannot give us even a definite yes until their Spring dates 
are scheduled, so we don't have the right to list Gregory at 
this time. At present he is on a 31 single night tour. 

Mr. Killens is still attempting to get James Baldwin, who has 
been out of town, and he thinks that Baldwin is still a very 
definite possibility. 



/ THE NEW SCHOOL 
66 West 12th St., New York ll 

ORegon 5-2700 

THE AMERICAN RACE CRISIS 

A Special Program at The New School, Spring Semester 1964, 
begi.nning in February. 

Thursdays, 8:30-10:10 p.m. $4o (No registration fee for non�credit 
students.) Single Admission, $3.25. 

Persons planning to take this course for 2 points of credit should 
consult the Office of Educational Advising by January 30, 1964. Pre­
ferred seating will be given to those who register for the series-.-­
Single Admissions will only be sold if seats :remain available. 

Daniel s. Anthony, Coordinator 

This lecture series will include social scientists, c5.vic leaders, 
moderate to militant activists, and artists. It is envisioned as a 
contemplative rev:i.ew of the epj.c struggle for human dignity and equality 
of opportunity which is now unfolding before our eyes. 

The teachers and the researchers, the artists and the activists will 
assess their roles and our future functions in the massive task of the 
unfinished business which lies before us. 

February 6� Martin Luther Kj.ng, Jr., President of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, the architect of non�violent resistance 

in the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955, will discuss his 
philosophy of progress in our nation's racial conflict. 

February 13. Joseph Monserrat, Director of the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, Department of Labor, Migration Division, is Secretary 
of the New York State Advisory Committee to the u. s. Civil 
Rights Commission. He is an authority of Youth Education 
and Minority Group Problems. He will speak on: "The Puerto 
Ricans: an integrated community faces a segregated society. " 

February 20. Dan W. Dodson, known as "The Dean of Human Relations in 

America, 11 is the Director of the Center for Human Relations 
and Community Studies at New York University. A consultant 
on desegregation in education to the New· Rochelle and 

Englewood School Boards, he is one of our nation's best 
known analysts of open enrollment and integration problems 
in the schools. He w:Ul discuss: "How Realistic Is the 
Goal of Desegregated Education in the North?" 

February 27. Robert c. Weaver is Administrator of the Federal Housing 
and Home Finance Agency. Author of The Negro Ghetto, and 
our country's leader in pollcy on urban developmen�, he has 
lectured on race and housing since receiving his doctorate 
from Harvard University more than 25 years ago. 
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May 21. James Farmer, National Director of the Congress of Racial 
Equality (CORE), has accepted the responsibility of being 
our last speaker with the thought of summing up the course 
of the American Negro Revolt of 1963-·64.. He will suggest 
guide lines for thought and action which may aid in com:?leting 
the Unfinished Business of American Democracy. 

Date to be announced. James Baldwin is one of the very few American 
novelists who have enjoyed the popularity of simultaneous 
"Best Sellers 11 on the fiction and non-fiction list·s of the 
New York Times Book Review. Another Country has been suc­
ceeded by The Fire Next Time. Mr. Baldw-ln awakens the 
conscj.ence of white America: "It doesn't matter any longer 
what you do to me; you can put me in jail, you can kill me. 
By the time I was seventeen, you'd done everything that you 
could to me. The problem now is how are you going to save 
yourselves." He will discuss this concept with us. 

Dates to be announced fox- Harry Belafonte a:nd/ or Dick Gregory. 



October 26, 1963 

Dear Ia 

i ve
'

'fr1tt.n.to you and wired you with no suc eess .  
Now, at the suggestion of John ltillene, I try the personally 
delivered meaaage approaoh. So, plea••• even it you haven't 
time to ana•r , a&v -70ur YES to .John and be can transmit 
.lt to me · , 

-· 

1 t v '/.""¥ 11110)1 to liat you in tne Spring bulletin of 
'l'be New_Sonool toP �'al Re•earch ae one of the featured speak· 
-era in tb apeo1el courae we are COl'lducting on '&e Amer.ican t;c• 
Cr1a1 • I need your YBS by November lat tor tHe Pt"inter'• �ad· 
Tine, simply to put you 1n the catalog . 

· 
. 

2. Can you choost a date now? 

The aeries etarts on Thursday, Pebruary 6, 1964, and 
ends on May 21st. The only committed dates are February 6, 
.lpril 16, llay 21 and John's date in March, not yet selected. 

. You oan. p1ok any .other 1,burad ¥ during. those tour months .  
You will get tee modest honorarium ot f250, plus ctxpenae tor 
travel i.f·you s�oul� hav to tly in from e_d1at�ce. 

Since John, s t e opl¥ o\b r maJor writer, 1• going 
to pick e "'arch date, it would be moat propit1ows it )'on could 
pick a !bur. day 1n februar,r, either the l)tb, 20th or 27th� 
or April 2;, 9, 23, or 30:· 

- � 4 
• 

7" ; ..._ .- . . Tf"' f I .. ,._ -
John will tell )'OU or h.1a ettorta to get Harry Belatonte. 

We already have O.K, 's trom ,�, Young., Farmer, *'omax, Qaaie 
Davi• and Weaver. I am still ·trying to lfqrk out' (tJte,s with 
Dick Gregory and Roy Wilkins. ·r £ • • 

So you can eee , it begins to enape up as a unique ap­
proach to the education or white Ameriea on the true meaning 
ot the Race Revolution. P•raonally, l•d late to go to presa 
without the 1n.clua1on or )"Our name as our ooWltry' s moat 
articulate spokesman tor the emotional reactions or a big per­
centage or our 22 million Negroes . 

I hope , after talking tb1a over with .John, y ou wi�l 
dec ide to get on board. lt you have any questions, please call 
me, Code 201 - Essex 1-4864. 

Co:rdially, 
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Sticky Note
For the transcript and audio links for Dr. MLK Jr.'s post-talk Q&A visit:

http://dmc.library.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/detail/NSARCH~8~8~771~100073:Martin-Luther-King,-Jr--transcript
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[News] 
PRESERVING A LEGACY LEFT BEHIND 

5 

After years of negled, the university begins to recover its institutional memory 

MILES KOHRMAN 
Reporting by Brianna Lyle, 

Henry Miller and Chris Hooks 

In 2011, while putting together a pre­
sentation on the politics of desegregation 
in New York City, New School for Social 
Research doctoral candidate Chris Crews 
stumbled across a promotional flyer that 
The New School distributed through its 
communications department. "That sure as 
hell looks like Dr. King," Crews recalled tell­
ing himself. 

The press release contained a photo of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. standing at a po­
dium, the distinctive arch ofTishman Audi­
torium behind him. 

Crews contacted Fogelman Library archi­
vist Carmen Hendershott. After doing some 
research, Hendershott found an old copy 
of The New School Bulletin indicating that 
Dr. King, among others civil rights notables, 
spoke at The New School in early 1964 as 
part of the "Race Crisis Lecture Series." 

Over the weeks that followed, Crews 
teamed up with Hendershott and Lang pro­
fessors Julia Foulkes and Mark Larrimore to 
find any evidence of Dr. King's speech in the 
university library. In a trove of archival ma­
terials, they found boxes of reel to reel tapes 
- some labeled, some unmarked. After sur­
veying the materials, they selected the tapes 
that could be most closely identified as doc­
umenting the lecture series. 

Crews, a University Student Senate repre­
sentative, secured money through the USS 
to digitize the tapes. Though the lecture se­
ries featured at least 15 speakers, only three 
and a half lectures were digitized. Only a 
portion of Dr. King's address was recovered, 
but Crews believes that the rest of the tapes, 
and possibly more historical gems, may re­
main concealed. 

that snapshots of history, like the 1964 Race 
Crisis Lecture Series, don't remain hidden 
or, like the other tapes, disappear. 

The first step for University Librarian Ed 
Scarcelle and his team: creating a basic in­
ventory ofThe New School's trove ofhistori­
cal documents and holdings. The ultimate 
goal would be a centralized archive worthy 
of the university's historical legacy. 

**** 

The New School currently houses three li­
braries: the Raymond Fogelman Social Sci­
ence and Humanities Library, Mannes Col­
lege's Harry Scherman Music Library, and 
Parsons' Gimbel Art and Design Library. In 
addition, Parsons is also home to the Kel­
len Design Archives, the university's only 
official location dedicated to the processing 
and housing of archival materials. 

Scarcelle, who is helping to lead the cam­
paign for a centralized archive, said that 
the plan would bring these four collections 
together so that they are no longer seen as 
standalone institutions within the univer­
sity. 

"I think we're trying to reflect what has 
been trying to happen over the past decade 
at the school," he said. "Instead of thinking 
what's best for me and my division, [we're 
thinking] what's best for The New School as 
an overall university." 

Blueprints for the future University Cen­
ter's library hang behind Scnrcell<•'s oflice 
dt•sk on the ninth floor of Arnhold llall, 
wlwn• lw ha.~ h<•t•n wcwking as tlw univt••· 
ity lihmrinu Nillt't' 'JOOH. 111 hi~ t•fliut to 

ptt'~t·t · vt• 'l'ht• Nt•w Sdwol '11 nrduvt·~ . Snu 
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one-of-a-kind pieces ofhistory there that we 
simply don't know about, because no one 
ever thought it was important enough to put 
the time or the money into it:' 

**** 

The recovery of the King tapes is just one 
instance in a larger pattern of how The New 
School treats its historical legacy. Since the 
university's founding, its archival collec­
tions have been decentralized and, in turn, 
disorganized. Without proper areas to pro­
cess and store them, and with no adminis­
trative backing to fund those operations, 
some of the The New School's most valued 
collections have left the university. Papers 
belonging to University in Exile Scholars 
and to former Director Alvin Johnson are 
just some of the many collections that found 
their way to other institutions across the 
country, where they are now publicly avail­
able to the academic community. 

Due to a lack of funding and staff, The 
New School has never performed a compre­
hensive, or even preliminary, survey of its ar­
chival holdings. Archival materials - tapes, 
photos, papers, promotional materials and 
items in the press - have been loosely 
compiled by The New School's library and 
departmental staff over the course of the 
university's 90-year history. Many are now 
kept in boxes, closets and storage rooms in a 
variety ofbuildings across New York. Others 
have simply been thrown away. 

In recent weeks, The New School's librar­
ians and archivists have moved to stop this 
course of deterioration, embarking on an ef­
fort to begin the laborious process of inven­
torying the university's collections. While 
the project remains in its infancy, over the 
course of the next few years and possibly 
decades the library hopes to catalogue all 
of the The New School's collections. With 
the requisite funding - as much as tens of 
millions of dollars - the inventory process 
would eventually allow the university to 
gain "intellectual control" of its holdings so 

,\- ' . 
; 

KATIE BAMBERGER 

Carnwn llendershott sits behind her desk, which is cMered with folders and stacks of papers, 
in lwr office in Arnhold Jla/1, which she shares with two other emplo_yees. 
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since 2008, described the The New School's 
knowledge of its collections as "very gen­
eral." The first step, she said, is to prioritize 
collections by value and the danger of their 
well-being. 

"It's a really, really basic thing that needs 
to happen," she said, "but it's an important 
one." 

Some improvement was made in 2009 
when the Fogelman Library moved out of 
the now-demolished building at 65 Fifth 
Ave. and archival materials were sent to 
a storage facility in Patterson, New York. 
Schier estimated that the facility currently 
holds about 350 boxes of material, which 
are stored in a temperature-controlled en-

• vironment. 
"Moving off-site was a blessing;' said 

Scarcelle. "They're much safer now." 
But many of the collections are in card­

board boxes, and may not be properly orga­
nized. At the Kellen Design Archives, Schier 
displayed a box that had recently been re­
trieved from the Patterson location: pho­
tos and documents were stacked upright, 
causing the materials on either end to bend 
out of shape, potentially damaging them. 
A basic inventory would allow Schier and 
her staff at Kellen to provide "rudimentary 
forms of protection," such as placing materi­
als in acid-free folders, in addition to cata­
loguing their contents. 

In the long-term, Scarcelle and his team 
are looking at the financial realities. Because 
archiving materials is an expensive process 
that can cost an institution millions of dol­
lars, they plan to assess the value of the uni­
versity's collections. This will, in turn, dic­
tate whether the library should appeal to the 
administration for funding. 

"A lot of the work that we want to do 
is to answer this question," Scarcelle said. 
"Our goal is 'seed work; so that in the not­
so-distant future we have much stronger in­
tellectual control and a much stronger pro­
posal to the administration as to what can 
be done. We're answering the question for 
the university." 

·'\,', ' 
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Collection Overview

Repository New School Archives and Special Collections

Title American Race Crisis Lecture Series

Date 1964

Extent 1 linear ft :

Language English

Return to Table of Contents »

American Race Crisis lecture series

This series on the "race crisis" in the United States addressed topics ranging from the impact of school
integration, to housing discrimination, affirmative action, the growing Black separatist movement, and
the motivations for racial prejudice. A slate of civil rights activists, leaders and experts participated in the
series:

6 Feb: Martin Luther King, Jr., president, Southern Christian Leadership Conference: Opening Address



American Race Crisis lecture series, 1964  NS.08.02

- Page 3 -

13 Feb: Joseph Monserrat, director, Migration Division, Department of Labor, Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico
20 Feb: Dan W. Dodson, director, Center for Human Relations and Community Studies, New York
University
27 Feb: Robert C. Weaver, administrator, Federal Housing and Home Finance Agency
5 Mar: Milton A. Galamison, chairman, Citywide Committee on School Integration
12 Mar: John O. Killens, author, chairman of the Harlem Writers Guild Workshop
19 Mar: Melvin Tumin, professor of anthropology and sociology, Princeton University
26 Mar: Charles Abrams, housing consultant to the United Nations; visiting professor, MIT
2 Apr: Algernon D. Black, chairman, National Committee Against Discrimination in Housing
9 Apr: Louis E. Lomax, social critic and author
16 Apr: Whitney M. Young, Jr., executive director, National Urban League
23 Apr: Ossie Davis, stage and screen star, playwright
30 Apr: Bayard Rustin, deputy director, March on Washington
14 May: Roy Wilkins, executive secretary, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP)
21 May: James Farmer, national director, Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)

(titles here are as they were listed in the original press release)

Return to Table of Contents »

Scope and Contents note

The audio recordings and transcripts in this collection represent three lectures and part of a fourth in a 15-
part series on the "American race crisis" held in the spring of 1964 at The New School. The speakers in
the recordings here include Martin Luther King, Jr., Charles Abrams, Melvin Tumin, and Roy Wilkins.
Dr. King opened the conference, and the recording consists only of the question and answer session
following his address. Also included are press releases and publicity produced by The New School about
the series. Topics discussed range from the impact of school integration, to housing discrimination,
affirmative action, the growing Black separatist movement, and motivations for racial prejudice. Links to
the digitized audio recordings are provided below.

Return to Table of Contents »

Administrative Information

Publication Information

New School Archives and Special Collections

Access Restrictions

Collection is open for research use. Please contact kac@newschool.edu for appointment.

External Support
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The digitization of the audiotapes in this collection was funded by the New School Student Senate.

Return to Table of Contents »

Collection Inventory

Title Box Folder

Press releases and publicity (photocopies) 
Link to digitized file of press releases and publicity

[http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/88ke0e]

n_1 6

Audio recordings and transcripts 

Title Box

Martin Luther King, Jr. question and answer session following opening remarks, 6 Feb 1964 
On February 6, 1964, Martin Luther King, Jr. gave the opening address of this 15-part series of lectures on the
"American Race Crisis" at The New School. While the recording of his opening remarks has not been located, the
second part of the session, in which Dr. King responded to audience and moderator questions, is presented here.

Audio recording NSAV  
Side 1 of 1

[http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/9nwm56]

Transcript 
Online version

[http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/8850v2]
PDF version (for quick access)

[http://guides.library.newschool.edu/AmericanRaceCrisis]

Title Box

Milton A. Galamison: "The Urban Dilemma," 5 Mar 1964 [not

digitized] 

NSAV  

Melvin Tumin lecture: "Facts and Fiction about Race Relations," 19 Mar 1964 
Side one consists of a lecture delivered by Melvin Tumin at The New School as one in a series of 15 lectures
on the "American Race Crisis" held in the spring of 1964. At the time, Tumin was professor of sociology and
anthropology at Princeton University. Side two consists of Tumin's question and answer session with the audience
following his lecture.

Audio recording NSAV  
Side 1 of 2

[http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/12j5nw]
Side 2 of 2

[http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/plpc8h]

Transcript 
Online version

[http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/jrp828]

http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/88ke0e
http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/9nwm56
http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/8850v2
http://guides.library.newschool.edu/AmericanRaceCrisis
http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/12j5nw
http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/plpc8h
http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/jrp828
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PDF version (for quick access)

[http://guides.library.newschool.edu/AmericanRaceCrisis]

Charles Abrams lecture: "Unsettled Issues in the Cities," 26 Mar 1964 
Side one consists of a lecture delivered by Charles Abrams at The New School as one in a series of 15 lectures
on the "American Race Crisis" held in the spring of 1964. At the time, Abrams was president of the National
Committee Against Dicrimination in Housing. Side two consists of the question and answer period following
Abrams's lecture.

Audio recording NSAV  
Side 1 of 2

[http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/jj7a1w]
Side 2 of 2

[http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/j78z2s]

Transcript 
Online version

[http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/y90014]
PDF version (for quick access)

[http://guides.library.newschool.edu/AmericanRaceCrisis]

Roy Wilkins lecture: [untitled], 14 May 1964 
Side one consists of an untitled lecture delivered by Roy Wilkins, Executive Secretary of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), as one in a series of 15 lectures on the "American Race Crisis"
held at The New School in the spring of 1964. Side two consists of Wilkins's question and answer session with the
audience.

Audio recording NSAV  
Side 1 of 2

[http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/rx0n28]
Side 2 of 2

[http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/6tav33]

Transcript 
Online version

[http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/3g3u0f]
PDF version (for quick access)

[http://guides.library.newschool.edu/AmericanRaceCrisis]

http://guides.library.newschool.edu/AmericanRaceCrisis
http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/jj7a1w
http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/j78z2s
http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/y90014
http://guides.library.newschool.edu/AmericanRaceCrisis
http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/rx0n28
http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/6tav33
http://dmc.newschool.edu:8180/luna/servlet/s/3g3u0f
http://guides.library.newschool.edu/AmericanRaceCrisis
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